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May 17 Luncheon Meeting
12:00 Noon, Poinsett Club
Please note:
$25.00 for all attendees

A NOTE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Julie Hershey, President

“America will never be destroyed from the outside.
If we falter and lose our freedoms, it will be
because we destroyed ourselves. “

~Abraham Lincoln

As we enter May, when primary races heat up and we

as Republican voters decide who will get our

vote on June 12t let’s utilize the “character test” to
find true leaders we can count on! Character is the
decisive ingredient of success. The Character Training Institute lists Seven
Leadership Character Perspectives - is the candidate a 1) visionary committed
to problem solving, looking beyond problems to causes and solutions?

2) teacher who imparts wisdom, maturity, and skill to others? 3) server who
sees and meets other’s practical needs, helps them to accomplish their goals and
invests time and energy in their successes? 4) organizer who visualizes final
results and directs resources for the completion of goals? 5) mediator who is
deeply loyal and compassionate, analyzing the benefits and problems of a given
direction? 6) idealist who should have unimpeachable integrity, be open to
correction, and speak the truth boldly? and 7) provider who is resourceful,
prudent, and thrifty, constantly ensuring the best use of all available resources?
Let’s send true leaders to Greenville County, Columbia, and Washington DC!!!



MAY LUNCHEON FOCUS: ATTORNEY GENERAL FORUM

Racine Cooper, Program Chair

As South Carolina voters prepare for the primary on June 12, 2018 and fall elections in November for
statewide offices, it is important to focus some attention on the race for the job of Attorney General. The

candidates participating in our forum on May 17t are current Attorney General Alan Wilson, Representative
Todd Atwater, and Greenville attorney William Herlong.

Whoever is elected will have an impact on criminal justice reform, administration of the death penalty,
enforcement of civil rights laws, and the interpretation and application of freedom of information. The
Attorney General is the people’s lawyer, who serves as our advocate for consumer matters, protects our
investments in charitable organizations and institutions, initiates and oversees prosecution of government
fraud and conflicts of interest, and advises the state officials who serve us.

Just as you currently choose the lawyer who advises your business and your family, each citizen of South

Carolina should look carefully at the qualifications and stated priorities of the people running for Attorney
General.

[ will be asking questions of the candidates, hoping that their answers will help you with your decision on
whom to hire as your lawyer when you enter the voting booth. Please submit your questions to me in
advance of May 17t at Ircoop0511@gmail.com.

Please note when making your reservations for the Attorney General Forum, that the cost per person for both
members and guests is $25.00.

CAMPAIGN NOTES

Janice McPhee, Campaign Committee Chair

The Governor has declared May 2018 as Voter Education Month in SC. Voters are encouraged to prepare
for the statewide primaries on June 12t and the primary runoffs on June 26th.
Election officials across the state are encouraging voters to register to vote or update their addresses. They
are also educating voters on what they need to bring with them to the polls and helping them learn more
about what offices and candidates will be on the ballot before they get to the voting booth. There are more
than 3.2 million registered voters in SC, however, there are an additional 500,000 citizens who are eligible
but not registered. Voters have until May 13t to register to vote in the primaries. Any eligible citizen with a
SC driver’s license or DMV card can register online; please see www.scvotes.org for more information.
Since January 2018 we have had many Republican forums at the Poinsett Club and around the Greenville
County area to meet and learn about candidates and their perspectives on issues. Many of you have
attended the forums and some are even working for the candidates. These hours count as volunteer hours;
please remember to submit your hours worked to me either before or after our meetings.

Feel free to call me at 864-967-9618 or email me at jatmwgm@charter.net.
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LEGISLATIVE NOTES
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|

: Stacy Shea, Legislative Chair

|

| The 2017-2018 legislative session ends on May 10t. As of writing, there are six days left on the

I calendar, with a lot of work remaining including passage of a budget. By the time you read this, much
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| may have changed. Please read below for a summary of the current status of a few select bills.
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| GHS Ratification Bill (S.116): This bill would ratify the privatization engineered by GHA executive

| management, in exchange for a few promised structural changes which are not, however, specified in

| the bill. It passed the Senate and was referred favorably by the House Judiciary Committee. At
present, it is on the House floor, and will probably come up on Wednesday, May 2rd. [t is being

strongly resisted by certain House members, who have filed at least 44 amendments. Their goal is to
| permit the session to expire before the bill can be voted on.

| Personhood Bill (S.217): This bill states that human life begins at fertilization. It was reported
favorably out of the Senate Judiciary Committee but there has been no action on the Senate floor. It

| failed to proceed on Special Order and therefore, is effectively stalled there. The bill is presently in

| the House Judiciary Committee with no action scheduled. It is unlikely to pass this year. However, a

| “dismemberment” bill (H.3548) passed the House and was reported favorably by the Senate Judiciary

| Committee and is now on the Senate floor. This one might pass.

|

| SCANA Rate Reduction (5.954) passed the Senate with a reduction of the 18% BLRA nuclear

| surcharge on SCE&G customers to 5%. The House did not concur and passed the bill with surcharge

| reduced to zero. Senate Democrats strongly oppose eliminating the surcharge. The bill is going to a
conference committee. If no agreement is reached there, the bill dies, and the surcharge remains
18%.

Sanctuary Cities (H.449) passed the House (with amendments); referred to the Senate Judiciary
Committee on April 24th, No action is scheduled on it; this bill seems dead. However, a proviso was
introduced into the state budget which contains much the same language and would accomplish
basically the same thing, although only for the next fiscal year.

MEMBERSHIP

Our membership currently is at 153 members and 23 associates for a total of 176. Wouldn'tit
be great to get to 200? Please continue to invite and bring guests. Of upmost importance is not
our membership numbers, but an informed electorate, which people will be if they attend our
meetings!

Please welcome our new members: Amanda Akin-Palmer, Carole Bader, Cissy Boyd, Cammie
Vaughn and Diane Whisnant.
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It’s picture taking time for the GCRWC
Membership Directory.

Tom Hanson will be available to take your
picture in the Poinsett Club Ball Room at
11:15 AM - prior to our May 17t luncheon.

Please note that this will be the last
opportunity to have your picture taken for
the new 2018/2019 Membership Directory.

Greenville County
Republican Women'’s Club
Julie Hershey, President
215 Rivendell Drive
Pelzer, SC 29669

Polly Dilworth, Editor

Check out
our website:
www.GCRWC.org
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Greenville County
Republican
Women’s Club
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