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Friday, August 25 *
September 28
October 26
December 7
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or call
Tracy Phillpott
864-420-6259
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March 23 Luncheon Meeting
12:00 Noon, Poinsett Club
$18.00 Members
$20.00 Non Members

Mary Beth Green A NOTE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Remember the One Cent sales tax increase we thought went
away? Someone left the back door open because it has returned
as a fee on vehicles and a tax on land. During the recent Greenville County Council
meeting, its Chairman surprised everyone by throwing out a rule that has been on the
books for years: the Taxpayer Protection Ordinance. This rule requires a 9-member
vote in order to make raising taxes more stringent. The Chairman suddenly allowed a 7-
5 vote on the third reading to pass both the fee and tax. Though a state statute allows a
simple majority to levy a fee, it does not forbid requiring more, and Greenville County’s

Ordinance requires nine votes.

Prior to this vote, there was an attempt to separate these two tax increases. Per the
Supreme Court, state legislators are not allowed to bob-tail two tax bills. This also
failed. So, let us recap: itis fine to follow a state law when passing a tax bill, but it is fine
to ignore a Supreme Court rule requiring the bills to be separate. Six Councilmen, Lynn
Ballard, Mike Barnes, Sid Cates, Joe Dill, Willis Meadows and Bob Taylor are asking for
the State Attorney General’s opinion. Local TV channels did not mention the opposition
to the tax raise, nor the appeal to the SC Attorney General. Morning talk radio is also
silent. Is not error by omission also "fake news”?
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** MARCH LUNCHEON SPEAKER **
Racine Cooper, 2" Vice President

Becoming president of The Heritage Foundation is "like coming
home," says Jim DeMint, who rose from modest South Carolina
roots and a career in marketing to build and lead a resurgent
conservative caucus in the U.S. Senate. Heritage's public policy
research, DeMint says, informed him as a citizen and inspired
his entry into politics and government.

On April 4, 2013, DeMint succeeded Edwin |. Feulner as
president of the leading think tank. After stepping down from
the senate to which South Carolinians twice elected him, DeMint functioned as
president-elect of Heritage in a three-month transition.

Continued, page 2
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"Heritage will remain, first and foremost, a research institute dedicated to impeccable research and data-driven policy
analysis," DeMint added. "Our policy recommendations carry weight because they are informed by that research and
grounded in the principles laid out by the Founding Fathers - principles that have been proven sound time and time
again during this great American Experiment.”

DeMint has said that a primary goal for Heritage is to help the conservative movement understand how Americans
from all walks of life perceive issues and to better communicate conservative ideas and solutions.

Join us for this exciting and informative meeting by clicking on gcrwreply@yahoo.com
and making your March 23 luncheon reservation!
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“There are two good reasons why we must restructure the federal government and devolve many federal programs
back to the states: (1) we can't afford them, and (2) it has been proven beyond any reasonable doubt that the
federal government cannot manage programs effectively or cost-efficiently." Jim DeMint

Congratulations, Patricia Arceneaux, who has been re-appointed to the Greenville County Commission on Alcohol and
Drug Abuse for a 3-year term - and many thanks to the Councilmen who supported her. Patricia, who is also GCRWC
Website Chair as well as GCCADA Commissioner, will speak briefly at our March 23rd meeting about that Commission.

PALMETTO PANEL WAS EVEN BETTER.... SUPPORT OUR MEMBERS
We learned so much this year and one of the speakers came We provide a venue for any of our members to
directly from CPAC! Members who attended were Brenda present their business, including materials, prior to
and Jack Barrett, Jill Hancock, Gayle Stanley, Dianne our meetings. Please contact Fundraiser Chair, Betty
Mitchell, Susan Kendrick, Greta Pye and Mary Beth Green. Scheiner at designbjts@bellsouth.net

Many thanks to Diane and Dr. Jim Hardy and to Stacy Shea
for providing such knowledgeable speakers on important
subjects for the well being of our country.

Come early this month and visit with Patty
Stoner, doTERRA Wellness Consultant.

ikt CAMPAIGN NOTES *#**

Janice McPhee, Campaign Committee Chair

Thank you to those members who have reported their volunteer hours and are up to date. We are fast approaching the
deadline, which runs from July 1, 2015 to June 30, 2017. The hours for our club must be tallied and sent to Bev Brady,
President of the South Carolina Federation, by June 1, 2017. You must get your hours to me by May 30 so | can send them to
Bev for the purpose of qualifying for the Diamond Award. This award demonstrates all that we do for the Republican Party.

Remember, what you turn in to me is just an estimate of your monthly hours. Some obvious hours you may have volunteered
include: 1) working on campaigns during the primary/election; 2) attending a Republican Party event to hear a political
candidate; 3) attending your Precinct Meeting; 4) attending any County or State Convention; 5) helping before or after our club
meetings.

If you have any questions, please contact me at jatmwgm@charter.net or 864-967-9618.

Julie Hershey, 1st Vice President

March is Republican Precinct Reorganization month! This is a call to action for each one of us to get involved at the
most grassroots level to ensure the stability and conservatism of the Republican Party — Precinct Reorganization! Precinct
Reorg is Thursday, March 23rd (7:00 PM) at or near your polling location OR the Hilton Hotel on Orchard Park Dr. You
must check the website www.reorg.org (and click on Greenville) to know for sure where you are meeting. Those who
attend their precinct reorganization will connect with like-minded voters in your neighborhood, elect officers who will
represent your area at the Greenville County GOP bi-monthly meetings, and begin the process of choosing delegates to the
county, state, district and national conventions. Additionally, attendees will be entered to win a FREE Sig-Sauer P320
handgun (official pistol of the US Army).

Even liberals have called on the left to “organize at the precinct level for the Democrat party and retake America.” They
know how effective people can be for their cause when they organize at the grassroots level — the precinct. It is important for
our GCRWC members to take advantage of this most basic and important opportunity for action. PLEASE MAKE A POINT
OF ATTENDING YOUR PRECINCT REORGANIZATION ON MARCH 23" AT 7:00 PM!
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SCFRW SPRING MEETING AND LEGISLATIVE DAY

i TUESDAY, APRIL 11, 2017

: PALMETTO CLUB, 1231 SUMTER STREET, COLUMBIA, SC
| STATEHOUSE/GOVERNOR’S MANSION

© 9:00 A.M. Registration/Buffet Breakfast — The Palmetto Club

! 9:30 A.M. Spring Board Meeting Agenda — The Palmetto Club

. e Nominating Committee Report SCFRW Officer Slate 2018-19

l e Nomination and Election of Delegates to 2017 NFRW Convention in Philadelphia, PA September 14-

: 17,2017
| 11:00 A.M. Photo Opportunity on Statehouse Rear Stairs (please bring your sunglasses for this shoot)
- 1:00 P.M. Governor’s Mansion Tour and Hors D’oeuvres

| Hostess: First Lady, Peggy McMaster

- COST: $20/person.......” A reservation made is a reservation paid”

(This agenda will be revised to reflect any opportunities at the Statehouse.)

| Sign up with Susan Kendrick at our March 23" meeting, email her at susankendrickl@charter.net
: or call her at 864-423-6873.

| DEADLINE FOR RESERVATIONS IS 8:00 P.M., Sunday, April 2

LET’S FILL UP OUR VEHICLES AND MAKE THIS AN ENJOYABLE DAY IN COLUMBIA!

w4k LEGISLATIVE NOTES ****

Debbie Spaugh, Legislative Chair

Prior to Obamacare passing in 2010, Republicans suggested free market plans that would correct the problems with health care costs and
health insurance. Instead the Democrats pushed through the “Affordable Care Act”, which is neither affordable nor about improving health
care. It has always been about the government takeover of one-sixth of the economy and the redistribution of wealth. For seven years,
Republicans have campaigned on the promise to FULLY REPEAL OBAMACARE. They even passed a “clean” repeal bill in 2015,
knowing that Obama would veto it.

The American Health Care Act introduced by House Speaker Paul Ryan amends parts of Obamacare. Per Senate Conservatives ACTION,
“RyanCare keeps Obamacare’s most expensive coverage mandates. It keeps much of Obamacare’s costly Medicaid expansion. It continues
to impose penalties on people who don’t keep their coverage, and it continues to provide government subsidies using a new entitlement
program.” Obamacare is imploding, and the majority of Americans want it totally repealed. So, why are Republicans pushing their own
version of it? Widely respected conservative groups, such as Heritage Action, Freedomworks, Americans for Prosperity, and Club for
Growth have condemned the bill. Republican Representative Thomas Massie states, “One thing that I’ve maintained is that this bill was
written with the help of the insurance companies, just like Obamacare. That’s why it looks so similar.” Congressmen such as Jeff Duncan,
who haven’t come out in favor of the bill are being targeted by TV ads from “a John Boehner aligned establishment SuperPac”.

ACTION ITEM: CALL CONGRESSMAN GOWDY OR DUNCAN WITH YOUR OPINION. YOU MAY ALSO WANT TO CALL
SPEAKER RYAN’S OFFICE: 202-225-3031

GAS TAX HIKE BILL, H.3516 ACTION ITEM

The Bill passed 8 to 1 in the Senate Finance Transportation Subcommittee on March 8", Tom Davis was the only “Nay” vote, even though
the gas tax was increased to 12 cents a gallon, and any governance reforms were removed. It is just a straight up tax and fees hike. The full
Senate Finance Committee will meet Tuesday, March 14 at 9:00 AM to vote on the Bill. We need to burn-up the phones to our Senators,
especially these four who will be voting in the Senate Finance Committee: Tom Corbin: 803-212-6100, Shane Martin: 803-212-6420,
Danny Verdin: 803-212-6230, and Thomas Alexander: 803-212-6220.

*¥*+* MEMBERSHIP ****
Dianne Mitchell, Membership Chair

If you would like to volunteer your home for a member “getting to know you” time and New Member Orientation, please
let me know at diannekm@charter.net or 864-244-2717.
Our March 23rd meeting with Jim DeMint is a great opportunity to invite friends and potential new members!
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] (M PLEASE WELCOME OUR NEWEST MEMBERS....
%
w v Holly Files * Londa Jones * Audrey Meunier * Scott Black (Associate)
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GCRWC 2017
Luncheon Dates

The Elephant’s Ear

March 23
Friday, April 28 * Volume 10, No. 3 March 2017
May 25
June 22
July 27
Friday, August 25 *
September 28 March 23 Luncheon
October 26 12:00 - 1:00 p.m.
December 7 * .,
Poinsett Club
For Reservations: $18 Members / $20 Non Members
gcrwreply@yahoo.com
or call
Tracy Phillpott Make reservations by clicking on gcrwreply@yahoo.com, or call
864-420-6259 Tracy Phillpott at 864-420-6259 by Sunday, March 19
or go to You can also click on www.go-greenevents.com,
www.go-greenevents.com click the Greenville Women’s Club link, and pay ahead of time by credit card.
£ go-greenevents.com Be sure to make reservations for all guests, also. Any lunches (including “standing
,’/ll\\‘ reservations”) not cancelled by noon on Monday, March 20, will be billed by the club.
Please be aware that once the number of reservations has been turned in, the club must
*Note date changes ; /
honor our commitment to pay for that number of lunches. Thank you! ©

Greenville County
Republican Women'’s Club
Mary Beth Green, President
117 Mitchell Avenue
Clemson, SC 29631-1533
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