GCRWC 2017
Luncheon Dates

Friday, April 28 *
May 25
June 22
July 27
Friday, August 25 *
September 28
October 26
December 7

For Reservations:
gcrwreply@yahoo.com
or call
Tracy Phillpott
864-420-6259
or go to

www.go-greenevents.com
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* Note date changes

Check out
our website:
www.GCRWC.org
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Join us on
Facebook!
Greenville County
Republican
Women’s Club
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April 28 (Friday!) Luncheon Meeting
12:00 Noon, Poinsett Club

$18.00 Members
$20.00 Non Members
v
ANOTE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Mary Beth Green

Goliath was a problem, agreed? One man found a solution and it worked. The education
system is a Goliath, but there are as many solutions as there are those willing to take action.
Perhaps you believed, as | did, that schools were mainly designed so that our citizens would
be literate. Statistics show us, however, that literacy rates have declined. We can cite a
number of problems, including the dismal Common Core system and declining use of
phonics for reading. The April meeting is on a Friday allowing our state legislators to engage
with us. We also have Ellen Weaver representing the Palmetto Promise Institute. One of
their issues of focus is education in South Carolina. From the PPI website:

Every child in South Carolina deserves the chance for a high-quality education that allows
them to reach their full potential... We can’t afford to waste the potential of the Palmetto
State’s greatest resource: our children!

Additionally, we have seen recently how college/university students are encouraged to
bemoan the loss of liberal political candidates to the point the students are allowed to be
incapacitated. Would it not be great to work toward allowing citizen input in the process of
choosing professors?

The April meeting is another opportunity to engage positively and to use your power of
influence. Every child is important. Your voice is important!
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AMENDMENT TO BYLAWS

Kathy Davis, member of the GCRWC Policies and Bylaws Committee, presented a motion
from the committee to amend the Bylaws to add the following under ARTICLE VIII...
NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS:

E. No member may serve on consecutive Nominating Committees.
Members only may discuss and vote.

Prior to our speaker's presentation, we will nominate and vote on members to serve on the
Nominating Committee. Only members may vote. This does not include Associate
Members. We will elect 5 to serve and 2 alternates. They will begin meeting until finishing
the slate of officers which must be presented to the Membership in August. To serve as an
officer requires being a Committee Chair as per the GCRWC Bylaws. It is a two-year
commitment. The elected Nominating Committee will meet briefly after the April meeting
with the GCRWC President.
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** APRIL LUNCHEON SPEAKER **

Ellen Weaver, a native of Greenville, is a seasoned veteran of policy and politics and is the
President of the Palmetto Promise Institute. The Palmetto Promise Institute is an independent,
nonprofit, 501(c)(3) educational organization that conducts public policy research dedicated to
creating a free and flourishing South Carolina, where every individual has the opportunity to
reach their full potential. PPI does not perform contract research and does not accept government
grants. Ms. Weaver worked for 12 years in a variety of roles for Senator Jim DeMint, both in
Washington DC and South Carolina.

Also, in attendance at our April meeting will be the following legislators: Senators Tom Corbin, Dist. 5; Will Timmons, Dist.
6; and Rex Rice, Dist. 2; Representatives Garry Smith, Dist. 27; Mike Burns, Dist. 17; and Jason Elliot, Dist. 22. We are
waiting on confirmation from Sen. Ross Turner, Dist. 8; Rep. Phyllis Henderson, Dist. 21; and Rep. Bruce Bannister, Dist. 24.
The tables will be numbered by Districts, so please feel free to sit with your Senator or Representative.

Be sure to hear this informed and knowledgeable young woman at our
Friday, April 28 meeting by clicking on gcrwreply@yahoo.com to make your reservations.
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SCFRW NOMINATING COMMITTEE ANNOUNCES OFFICER SLATE FOR 2018 - 2019

President Elect: Beverly Owensby, Palmetto House RWC
1st Vice-President Elect: Suzette Jordan, Upstate RWC
2nd Vice President Elect: Kathy Davis, Greenville County RWC
Secretary Elect: Gaye Holt, GSPRWC
Treasurer Elect: Paula Power, Republican Women of Southern Beaufort County

Election of Officers will be held at the SCFRW Biennial Convention, October 13-15, 2017
GCRWC will pay the registration for its elected delegates.

GREENVILLE COUNTY GOP...

The Greenville County GOP will hold its Convention this Saturday, April 22, 2017 at the TD Convention Center, 1
Exposition Dr. in Greenville. Pre-Convention Breakfast ($10) begins promptly at 8:00 a.m.

Speakers will be Representatives Jeff Duncan, SC and Jim Bridenstine, Oklahoma. Jeff’s committees include: Homeland
Security, Natural Resources, and Foreign Affairs where he is the Foreign Affairs’ Western Hemisphere Subcommittee Chair.
Bridenstine serves on the House Armed Services Committee and the Science, Space and Technology Committee. During his
Naval aviation career he flew combat missions in Irag and Afghanistan, and he currently serves in the Oklahoma Air National
Guard.

For more information, click the links below.

Get more information

Reqgister Now!

#%k% CAMPAIGN NOTES ***+

Janice McPhee, Campaign Committee Chair

Thank you to those members who have continued to report their volunteer hours to me. We will have another drawing
at our May meeting and those members who are up to date and have reported their hours from July 1, 2015 to June 1,
2017 will be entered for a prize.

Volunteer Hours will be due to me by May 22nd at the latest. Our club is to report all hours by June 1st to the South
Carolina Federation.

Remember this is just an estimate to me for each month and you are to keep your own calendars. Below are some
activities that can be included in your volunteer campaign hours:

1. Worked on campaigns during the primary/election
2. Attended a Republican Party event to hear a political candidate continued, page 3
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3. Attended your Precinct Meeting

4. Attended any County or State Convention

5. Helped before or after our club meeting (the time from 12:00 to 1:00 does not count)

6. All non-paid campaign activities benefiting our Republican Party, candidates and/or the Federation

If you have any questions concerning hours worked please contact me
at jatmwgm@charter.net or 864-967-9618

**%% LEGISLATIVE NOTES ****
Debbie Spaugh, Legislative Chair

GAS TAX HIKE BILL, H.3516 - ACTION ALERT

If you want to voice your opinion about the Gas Tax Hike Bill, you should contact your State Senator ASAP. Senators plan to
debate the bill as soon as April 18", when they return from spring break. The bill will increase various vehicle fees and taxes,
and the gas tax by 12 cents a gallon over six years. According to Senators Shane Massey and Larry Grooms, there have been a
lot of behind the scenes discussions the past couple of weeks. Senator Grooms stated, “We’re closer to a comprehensive roads
bill than any time we have been in the past five years.” Currently, the bill is just a straight-up tax increase, with none of the
Governance reforms necessary to help ensure our taxes are legitimately spent. Be on the lookout for gimmicks such as
some type of tax relief and/or inadequate Governance reforms.

According to the article from the South Carolina Policy Council (SCPC) on 3/22/17, “Why Revenue Won’t Solve S.C.’s Roads
Problems”, the real problem with our roads is, “a total lack of citizen control or influence on road funding.” From 2011 to 2016,
the DOT’s budget increased from $1.1 billion to more than $1.6 billion. The State Transportation Infrastructure Bank’s (STIB)
budget increased from $50 million in 2014 to $270 million in 2016. “The state’s transportation budget is growing, then —
more money has been put into it — with no discernible improvement.” Why is this?

The answer is articulated in the SCPC’s article, “Where Does the Gas Tax Really Go?”” dated 4/12/17. 1. “The DOT’s budget is
controlled by the DOT Commission, which in turn is controlled by a few legislative leaders.” [mainly the House Speaker and the
Senate President Pro Tem] “Over 12 cents of the 16.75 cent gas tax is under the direct control of the DOT and most could be
spent on the maintenance of existing infrastructure if the agency so chooses.” Structural reform needed: Eliminate the DOT
Commission and the DOT Secretary be made directly accountable to the Governor. 2. The other big problem is the STIB.
According to the SC Legislative Audit Council’s 2016 review of the STIB, more than $1 billion of the $4.6 billion awarded by
the STIB since 1997 has gone to two counties — Horry and Charleston. From 2010 to 2015, about 19% of STIB payments went
to Florence County, the home of the Senate President Pro Tem. Structural reform needed, as suggested by the LAC’s
review: Eliminate the STIB and transfer its functions and funds to the DOT.
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ki MEMBERSHIP ****
Dianne Mitchell, Membership Chair

DIRECTORY UPDATE:
Our membership directory is printed every other year, so a directory update handout is being prepared. It will include new
members who joined after June 2016 and corrections to current members if needed.

Current members: If your information needs to be corrected, please get that info to Dianne. diannekm@charter.net

New members: At the April 28 meeting, we’ll get your picture to add to our update. If you cannot be at this meeting, send
Dianne a picture if you have one. diannekm@charter.net

NEW MEMBER ORIENTATION:
New member orientation/social is being planned for May or June. Stay tuned!

PLEASE WELCOME OUR NEWEST MEMBERS....

Y
L@M Julia Black * Ann Brewton * Judy Coleman * Susan Dodds
e Olga Lisinska * Melissa Posey * Barbara Sloan
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The Elephant’s Ear

Friday, April 28 * Volume 10, No. 4 Aprif 2017
May 25
June 22
July 27
Friday, August 25 * . .
September 28 ﬂpﬂ[ 28 (Tﬂdhy ,) Lunclieon
October 26 12:00 - 1:00 p.m.
December 7 * .
Poinsett Club
For Reservations: $18 Members / $20 Non Members
gcrwreply@yahoo.com
or call
Tracy Phillpott Make reservations by clicking on gcrwreply@yahoo.com, or call
864-420-6259 Tracy Phillpott at 864-420-6259 by Monday, April 24
or go to You can also click on www.go-greenevents.com,
www.go-greenevents.com click the Greenville Women’s Club link, and pay ahead of time by credit card.
£ go-greenevents.com Be sure to make reservations for all guests, also. Any lunches (including “standing
”/ll\\‘ reservations”) not cancelled by noon on Tuesday, April 25, will be billed by the club.
Please be aware that once the number of reservations has been turned in, the club must
*Note date changes honor our commitment to pay for that number of lunches. Thank you! ©

Greenville County
Republican Women'’s Club
Mary Beth Green, President
117 Mitchell Avenue
Clemson, SC 29631-1533

Check out
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