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October 28
December 2 *
(not the 4th Thursday)

For Reservations:
Email Julie Hershey at
gcrwreply@yahoo.com
OR
go to www.eventbrite.com
and type in GCRWC and
click the meeting date.
____________________________________

Check out
our website:
www.GCRWC.org

Join us on
Facebook!
Greenville County
Republican
Women’s Club

October 28th Luncheon Meeting
12:00 Noon, Poinsett Club
$20.00 Members/$22.00 Guests
A NOTE FROM THE PRESIDENT
Racine Cooper, PresidentCall to make your reservations today!
2021 NFRW Convention
For many of us, attending an event at which we do not know
anyone but are encouraged to network and mingle, let alone give a talk, is well outside our
comfort zones. However, attending this year’s National Federation of Republican Women’s
Biennial Convention was a fantastic way to stretch my limits, and I am grateful to have had
the opportunity to be there.
The events of each day followed a pattern of see this talk, attend this presentation, converse
with a few people, enjoy a meal, shake hands, share contact information….and repeat. What
better way to meet new people than walking into a room filled with hundreds of like-minded
Republican Women? Meeting new people and having interesting conversations can spark
awesome ideas for our clubs around the country. I had the privilege of spending time and
learning from women from South Dakota, North Carolina, Indiana, Arizona, New Mexico,
and Texas, just to name a few. Governor Christy Noem was inspiring and very humble, and
Florida Governor Ron DeSantis did not disappoint with his stimulating speech! It was my
pleasure to sit with Sandy Rhoden, the wife of the Lt. Governor of South Dakota, and her
identical twin sister, who had me seeing double for a while.
Greenville County Republican Women’s Club won the Diamond Award again for the great
work of our club in meeting the requirements for achievement awards as prescribed by the
NFRW. I thank you all for your participation in our club and your efforts in helping us to
achieve Diamond status once again. It is my privilege to represent you as your club
president and I appreciate the opportunity you provided me with in attending the
convention.
I look forward to seeing you at this month’s luncheon meeting on October 28th. Please
RSVP to Julie Hershey by Sunday, October 24th at GCRWREPLY@Yahoo.com.

SEPTEMBER LUNCHEON PROGRAM
Susan Kendrick, Program Chair

This month’s luncheon meeting will be a panel of the Republican leaders of Greenville
County Council. Because there have been issues of great importance put before the
council of late, they are making themselves available to discuss and answer questions.
Please prepare any questions you may have for council members and submit them to me before the
meeting at susankendrick1@charter.net. We will be hearing from Lynn Ballard, Joe Dill, Butch Kirven,
Stan Tzouvelekas, Steve Shaw, Liz Semen and Willis Meadows.
We are certainly looking forward to this informative meeting! Send those questions my way.

MEMBERSHIP
Kathryn Hughes, Membership Chair
We are now officially into our membership renewal season for 2022! GCRWC membership runs from January
through December. No matter when you joined in 2021, you are encouraged to renew your membership now.
It is much easier for our record keeping if renewals take place no later than March 2022.
The membership table will be available for 2022 renewals/new memberships at the October and December
meetings, as well as into the New Year. Why wait for later when you can go ahead, renew now, and have that
item off your to-do list?
In addition, be thinking of ways you would like to become more involved in our club. I am happy to help direct you
to committee chairs who can answer questions and put your talents to good use.
If you have any questions about membership or would like to find out ways to get involved within our club, email
kahugh@afomail.net or call (864) 906-1031.

CAMPAIGN NOTES
Gwen Crosland and Linda Slaton, Campaign Committee
Please continue to note your volunteer time and record it in the red notebook at our meetings. The notebook is usually
on a table near the nametags, but we may also be walking around with it to encourage members to fill in their hours.
Those members attending the SCFRW Conference here in Greenville later this month will be able to count those hours
(including travel time back and forth to the hotel). Remember to include your time if you attend any of our
informational evening dinner meetings.
A huge thank you to all who have submitted your volunteer hours throughout the last two years! You helped GCRWC to
secure the Diamond Award once again through your time and commitment to our club and Republican events/leaders.
If you are unable to attend this month’s meeting, please call (864) 593-0319 or email gwen.crosland58@gmail.com to
let Gwen know how many hours to list for you. Gwen is also happy to answer any questions you may have.

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT
It’s a real “treat” to have Christi Stahl as a member of Greenville County
Republican Women’s Club. She and her husband, Mykle, are very active
with GOP events in our area and regularly attend our evening meetings.
We appreciate her willingness to support our club in many ways when
called upon by committee chairs and board members. In addition,
Christi is great about promoting our club and inviting people to attend
our meetings and events.

FUNDRAISING
Beth Wadsworth, Fundraising Chair
Hello patriots! Our December Silent Auction is fast-approaching, and we are running
low on donations. Please look around your home or pick something up to donate at
your favorite small business. If you have a small business, consider donating an item
or two to our efforts. Perhaps pick up a couple gift cards the next time you are at the
grocery store. All funds will stay with our club and assist with expenses such as those
involved with hosting well-known speakers.
Feel free to bring your donations to our October meeting and leave them on the same
table where raffle tickets are sold. Questions? Give me a call at (864) 363-7650.

SCENES FROM THE NATIONAL FEDERATION OF
REPUBLICAN WOMEN’S BIENNIAL CONFERENCE
ORLANDO, FLORIDA - SEPTEMBER 23-27, 2021

LEGISLATIVE NOTES
Tracy Phillpott, Legislative Chair

Greenville County designated a Second Amendment Sanctuary
Greenville County is now a Second Amendment sanctuary in support of gun rights and in
opposition to any future federal limits on gun ownership, after County Council unanimously
approved the ordinance at its Sept. 21st meeting. The ordinance prohibits the use of county
resources to enforce federal gun laws and gives County Council authority to restrict funding from
departments that are found to have used resources to assist federal enforcement. Although there
are no criminal penalties for violations, County Council can strip money from department heads
who break the law. The ordinance can also be amended later if there is more support for criminal
penalties.
Savannah River System (SRS) Settlement Weekly Legislative Update - Newsbreak (cagc.org)
The Senate Finance Committee’s American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) Subcommittee met to hear
testimony related to the SRS settlement. In addition to billions of dollars in federal COVID-19 relief
money, South Carolina lawmakers have $525 million to spend from the federal government over
plutonium still sitting inside the state. The money is part of a 2020 federal government settlement
which promised a plant at the Savannah River Site near Aiken that would turn plutonium from
unneeded nuclear weapons into nuclear reactor fuel. Instead, 21,000 pounds of the highly
radioactive material was left in storage in South Carolina. Now, a Senate subcommittee is looking
into how to spend the plutonium settlement. Sens. Brad Hutto and Tom Young feel $425 million
should go to counties affected, while $100 million should go for statewide projects. Hutto and
Young have promised to give the subcommittee a full list of suggested projects.
Greenville County Council rejects plan to refund road maintenance fee to taxpayers
In June, the SC Supreme Court ruled on a case in Greenville County that a road fee on registered
vehicles was an illegal tax. Greenville county had used illegal measures to increase its road
maintenance fee by $10 and establish a $14.95 telecommunication assessment. After the ruling,
County Council stopped collecting the illegal fees and dropped the maintenance fee back to $15.
The amount of taxes collected on these fees since 2017 is estimated at $30.6 million. In October,
Greenville County Council voted 6-4 in favor of refunding the money, but then, in a split vote,
voted against authorizing county staff to devise a program to refund the collected fees to
residents. In answer to the ruling, the number of planned maintenance projects was reduced.
Greenville County will most likely raise property taxes to make up the revenues lost from the fees.
This leads to a question: why do individual counties have to generate road repair revenue, when
the gas tax increase has generated nearly $2 billion dollars in revenue for the DOT? These funds
are deposited into a new trust fund called the Infrastructure Maintenance Trust Fund (IMTF).
These revenues, coupled with other Federal and State funds, form the Financial foundation of
SCDOT's ten year plan and performance targets.

REMINDERS:
Contact Julie Hershey at
gcrwreply@yahoo.com
to RSVP no later than
Sunday, October 24th.
Don’t forget cash for our
Dollars from Heaven
baskets. Donations fund
a local charity voted on
by membership.
Bring your old US flags to
Gloria Landry to be
respectfully retired. She
is collecting them
through December.
Think of items you can
donate to our December
Silent Auction. Contact
Beth Wadsworth for
more information.
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WOMENS HEALTH BRIEF

Laughter’s effect on the body, mind and spirit will surprise you. It helps to remove secretions from
your lungs and increase blood flow to extremities, increases immunity while decreasing the stress
hormone, and boosts both metabolism and tolerance to pain. In addition, it promotes relaxation,
stimulates creative thinking, relieves anxiety and tension, increases your sense of joy and optimism,
and fosters closeness between people. Currently, the number one complaint in our country is that
we can’t enjoy each other’s company and laugh like we used to. The forced isolation due to Covid19 is really having an impact on our society both mentally and physically.
Here are some simple reminders to revamp your lifestyle and allow for more laughter in your life.
Include more fruit, vegetables and fish in your diet, exercise at least 30 minutes a day, aim for eight
hours of sleep each night, and learn to decline requests and social events that over-extend you. Give
yourself time to focus on you – perhaps sit outside in the sunshine, read your Bible, take a break
from technology and social media, and re-connect with old friends or co-workers you have not seen
in a while. Volunteer work is a great stress reliever, as helping others takes your mind off your own
troubles as you focus on the needs of others.
A personal favorite stress-reducer of mine is to visit a local animal shelter and perhaps rescue a dog
or cat. Find the joy in each day, for we aren’t promised tomorrow. Live, Love and LAUGH!

