GCRWC 2019
Luncheon Dates

Volume 12, No. 4

April 25th Luncheon Meeting
12:00 Noon, Poinsett Club
$20.00 Members
$22.00 Non-Members

April 25
May 23
June 27
July 25
August 22
September 26
October 24
December 5*

A NOTE FROM THE PRESIDENT

(not the 4th Thursday)

For Reservations:
gcrwreply@yahoo.com
or call
Evelyn Hargett
864- 630-2315
or go to
www.eventbrite.com and
type in Greenville County
Republican Women’s Club,
then click the event
_____________________________________________________

Check out
our website:
www.GCRWC.org

Join us on
Facebook!
Greenville County
Republican
Women’s Club

April 2019

Julie Hershey, President

Call to make your reservations today!

“The philosophy of the classroom today will be the
philosophy of government tomorrow.”
~Abraham Lincoln, 16th US President
The above quote comes in various forms and is attributed to
President Abraham Lincoln. Regardless of the various words often used in this quote, its
message is the same– the impact of education on a child’s future and society is
monumental. In the beginning of our young Republic, American primary schools and
colleges were faith-based. In the mid 1800’s, Horace Mann, a US Congressman from
Massachusetts, promoted the first public schools which were to be non-sectarian (free of
religion), tax paid, and served by and for the public interest. The aim of public schools
was to promote social efficiency, civic virtue, and character for youth rather than simply
advancing education as an end. Public schools were adopted by states and advanced
solely by the states. During the same period, John Dewey (father of progressive
education) and Charles Darwin (father of the evolution theory by natural selection), were
filling the void of faith-based education with secular humanism and progressive thought.
In 1980, the US Department of Education became a cabinet level position under President
Jimmy Carter and “state” schools were effectively influenced by a national agenda.
Public institutions have continued a downward spiral of quality academic
instruction while reaching an all -time high of cost per student. We are all stakeholders
in public education and our state will either benefit from a quality educational system or
suffer from an inadequate one. We, as taxpayers and concerned citizens, must demand
the highest quality for every tax dollar spent on public education in South Carolina.
Please join us this month and be informed about what is happening with public education
in Columbia.

APRIL LUNCHEON SPEAKER
Racine Cooper, Program Chair
April Few is the young, enthusiastic communications director for the national non-profit
education policy organization, US Parents Involved in Education (USPIE). In that role, she
coordinates national calls with PIE chapter presidents across the country, serves as secretary
for the USPIE marketing committee, and manages the organization’s website content.
April has been a featured guest for education policy issues on national and local talk shows
around the country, and recently testified before the SC House K-12 subcommittee against
H.3759. In 2017, she organized and scheduled a USPIE leadership team trip to Washington, DC
where they met with key legislators and other like-minded organizations.
Ms. Few is also a certified SRA specialist and is passionate about helping South Carolina’s youth
avoid risky behavior. She is a member of the Kershaw County Republican Party Executive
Committee and currently resides in Lugoff, SC with her husband and three year- old daughter.
“Children are the living message we send to a time we will not see.” ~ B. Williams

CAMPAIGN NOTES
Janice McPhee, Campaign Committee Chair
There is still time to get your volunteer hours to me and be able to take part in our drawing at the June meeting. At that
time, I will be randomly selecting three names of members who will be awarded free lunch at their next meeting. Only
those who have submitted all of their hours will be entered into the contest. Please report your volunteer hours
worked from July 2017-May 2019 by May 24th so that I can prepare the report that must be submitted to the South
Carolina Federation by June 1, 2019.
Those attending the GOP Convention the weekend of May 18th, don’t forgot to include those hours in your report to me!
As always, call (864) 967-9618 or email jatmwgm@charter.net with any questions.

MEMBERSHIP
1st

Dianne Mitchell,
Vice President
Thanks to all who have renewed your memberships, but we still have a few stragglers….Dues are only $20, and even if
you are unable to attend every meeting, your membership helps the club secure great speakers and host informational
and educational meetings and events.
Our next two meetings are wonderful opportunities to invite guests! Know someone interested in education – perhaps
a former teacher or fellow PTA volunteer? Our April speaker will be addressing the Education Reform Bill the
legislature tried to get through in a hurry, and the meeting will be a great time to invite people connected to the
educational system.
Do you know anyone asking great questions, but not ready to commit to the Republican party? Do you know any closet
black conservatives or Democrats fed up with their party? Bring them with you to the May meeting to hear from Karen
Watson, a black conservative who believes that our values are best for the country regardless of race or gender.
Please welcome our newest members: Tammy Barber and Debbie O’Hara.

LEGISLATIVE NOTES

Stacy Shea, Legislative Chair
The General Assembly is in the last full month of this year’s legislative session, and both chambers are
extremely active. Committee hearings and floor debates have been occurring on a host of issues. The
“crossover” date (the last date a bill can be passed in one chamber in order to be acted upon in the other
chamber under ordinary rules) was April 10th. Recent legislative activity is listed below.
• The Senate and House passed separate Joint Resolutions (S.678 and H.4278) regarding the sale of Santee
Cooper. Although different, once these bills are reconciled it will pave the way toward selling Santee
Cooper by setting up a process for evaluating the bids and recommending a final offer to the General
Assembly. Separately, the House passed and sent to the Senate a bill (H.4261) which would substantially
increase legislative oversight over Santee Cooper, including expanding the powers of the Legislative Review
Commission and the Public Service Commission, providing that 7 of the 12 Public Authority members are
appointed by the General Assembly (all are presently appointed by the governor). That bill is now in the
Senate Judiciary Committee.
• The House passed and sent to the Senate a bill (H.3145) to give the Office of Regulatory Staff the authority
to audit electric co-ops.
• A Senate subcommittee passed the Compassionate Care Act (S.366) which would permit the production,
sale and distribution of medical cannabis under a strict set of regulations.
• The Senate passed and sent to the House a massive bill (S.530) amending the state’s procurement code.
• A bill (H.3355) to outlaw the use of a cellphone or other wireless communications devices while driving
(DUI-E), which had passed the Education and Public Works Committee, was debated in the House but then
recommitted to the Judiciary Committee, effectively killing it this session.
• A bill (H.4243) to grant the Carolina Panthers professional football team certain tax benefits for relocating
its headquarters from Charlotte to Rock Hill has passed the House. A companion bill (S.655) passed the
Senate on its second reading.
• A bill (S.38) to require that SLED investigate all officer-involved shootings has been reported favorably by
the Judiciary Committee and it headed to the Senate floor.
• Separate bills (S.283 and S.298) which would create semi-autonomous “enterprise divisions” within state
universities have been reported favorably out of the Education and Finance Committees. These enterprise
divisions would have the authority to buy and sell property, build facilities, exercise eminent domain, and
issue bonds, all without any oversight other than the university’s own Board of Trustees. They would also
be exempt from most state procurement and human resource laws.
• A bill (H.4334) which would reduce the SC personal income tax in increments from 7.0% to 4.5% was
introduced by the House special tax reform committee and referred to the Ways and Means Committee.
• Under a bill (H.3046) passed by the House and sent to the Senate, it would be a state felony to participate in
or otherwise support terrorism. This includes making “significant plans” toward terroristic acts, raising
funds or providing weapons or materials in support of such, and concealing plans for committing terrorism.
• The Heartbeat Bill (H.3020) passed out of a House subcommittee and will now advance to the full Judiciary
Committee.
• A bill (S.394) which would prohibit municipalities from enacting local bans on plastic bags and other
containers will not be voted on in the Senate before the crossover date; it will not be acted on this year.
• The House has passed bills (H.4000 and H.4001) for General Appropriations and the Capital Revenue Fund
(collectively, the 2019-2020 budget) and sent them to the Senate.

GCRWC 2019
Luncheon Dates
April 25
May 23
June 27
July 25
August 22
September 26
October 24
December 5*
(not the 4th Thursday)

For Reservations:
gcrwreply@yahoo.com
or call
Evelyn Hargett
864- 630-2315 or
www.eventbrite.com and
type in Greenville County
Republican Women’s Club,
then click the event.

Greenville County
Republican Women’s Club
Julie Hershey, President
215 Rivendell Drive
Pelzer, SC 29669
Polly Dilworth, Editor
Check out
our website:
www.GCRWC.org

Join us on
Facebook!
Greenville County
Republican
Women’s Club

The Elephant’s Ear
Volume 12, No. 4

April 2019

Please note that the May 23, 2019
luncheon meeting will serve as a fundraiser
for GCRWC
and the cost will be $25.00 to attend .
A friendly reminder – The Poinsett Club’s dress code does not allow hats, denim,
tennis shoes or shorts. Shoes are required. Business attire is acceptable for lunch.
For gentlemen, shirts with a collar, turtlenecks, or sweaters with slacks are
appropriate. Ladies may wear business casual (skirts, dresses, slacks, and suits).
Cell phones are not permitted in the Club – please make all calls outside.
Please RSVP for April to Evelyn Hargett at (864) 630-2315 or through Eventbrite by
Sunday, April 21st (Easter Sunday). This includes cancelling “standing reservations.”

